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Today the Subcommittee meets to receive
testimony on the status of the National Guard and Reserve
components. From the National Guard we are pleased to
have: the Vice Chief of the Army National Guard, General
Clyde Vaughn; and Vice Chief of the Air National Guard,
General Harry Wyatt. And from the Reserve we welcome:
the Chief of the Army Reserve, General Jack Stultz; Chief
of the Naval Reserve, Admiral Dirk Debbink; Commander
of the Marine Forces Reserve, General John Bergman; and
Chief of the Air Force Reserve, General Charles Stenner.
We are very pleased to have you here today and look
forward to working with you in the coming years in support

of our Guardsmen and reservists.

The Committee is sorry that General McKinley was
not able to be here today to testify but we thank him for

submitting written testimony for the record. This hearing



will be unlike prior years in that we have not received a
Fiscal Year 2010 budget request nor the Fiscal Year 2009
supplemental request. For this reason, many members of
the Committee may wish to submit additional questions
after we receive the budget request later this spring. We

ask for your timely response to those questions as well.

Gentlemen, the National Guard and Reserve
components have maintained a high operational tempo for
over six years in support of operations in Irag and
Afghanistan. Through the admirable service of thousands
of Guardsmen and reservists, the reserve components have
provided essential combat, logistics, and other support
capabilities to these operations. However, the strain of
these deployments is beginning to show. Suicide and
divorce rates are on the rise. We must make sure we are
doing everything we can to provide our service members

the support they need during and after deployment.

Reintegrating after a deployment can be particularly

difficult for Guardsmen and reservists who lack the support



network provided at an active duty installation. For this
reason, reintegration programs are important in helping our
Guardsmen and reservists transition back to civilian life.
Despite providing additional resources for these programs
in last year’s supplemental funding bill, a Department-wide
approach to reintegration activities has been slow to
develop. The Committee hopes that the Department will
work quickly to create an effective program that fits the
needs of our returning service members, without using a
one size fits all approach for all of the reserve components.
What works for the Army Guard may not work for the

Navy Reserve.

It is a testament to the dedication and patriotism of our
guardsmen and reservists that retention levels remain
strong despite the strain of frequent deployments.
Recruiting has also continued to improve for all reserve
components. In fact, for the first time in several years, all
of the reserve components are consistently achieving their

recruiting goals.



However, challenges remain.  Many of the reserve
components are increasing their end strengths which will
require continued focus on recruiting and retention,
particularly for the high demand specialties. And, as the
active components continue to grow, it will be increasingly
difficult for the reserve components to attract prior service
candidates. Therefore, we must continue to provide
sufficient resources to attract and retain high-quality

personnel.

The success of the Guard and Reserve component
would also not be possible without the support of our
reserve employers. Employers must fill the holes left by
deployed reservists, who are sometimes on their second
deployment in only a few years time. The strain has
become even greater during the current economic
recession. | look forward to hearing what is being done to
make sure we continue to have the support of our business

community in hiring and supporting our reservists.



The Committee is pleased to see that equipment
shortages continue to be reduced, although we know
significant shortfalls remain. It is important that the
Department continues to focus on equipping the reserve
components, by requesting sufficient funding in annual
budget submissions and prioritizing the fielding of
equipment to the reserve components. \WWe must ensure that
the Guard and Reserve have the equipment they need for

training and operations at home and abroad.

Gentlemen, I look forward to hearing your perspective
on these issues and your recommendations for
strengthening our forces during this demanding time. |
thank you for your testimony this morning. Your full

statements will be included in the record.

We will begin our hearing with the panel from the
National Guard but first | will turn to my Vice Chairman,
Senator Cochran, for any opening remarks that he may

wish to make.



