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CHAIRMAN BYRD:  BUSH BUDGET A TALE OF
DEFICITS, DECEPTION AND DEMAGOGUERY

            Washington, DC – Senator Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va., the Chairman of the
Senate Appropriations Committee, issued the following statement following the
official release of the Bush Administration’s budget for FY 2009:

            “What we are seeing today is more of the same from this Administration –
deficits, deception and demagoguery.  You would think that after almost eight
years in office, this White House would understand how important it is to invest in
the priorities of the American people.”

            “Instead the Bush budget mortgages our children’s and grandchildren’s
future through massive budget deficits, the short-changing of critical domestic
priorities.  The Bush budget for America is worse than a freeze – it is an Arctic
freeze – slashing programs which benefit the education, health and safety of
American citizens by $2 billion, while increasing defense spending by over 5%.”

            “The Administration is again robbing Peter to pay Paul – taking critical
funds from essential domestic programs to fund the President’s pet projects, and
the President’s disastrous war and nation-building adventure in Iraq.”

            “It will only be a matter of days -- if not hours -- before the President
threatens to veto any spending measure that does not adhere to his ‘my way or
the highway strategy’ on the federal budget.  To this I say shame.  Lip service will
be this President’s legacy on fiscal discipline, not sound policies which keep our
country strong both at home and abroad.”
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