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Appropriations Committee Chairman Daniel K. Inouye’s Statement on
Senate Passage of Fiscal Year 2009 Supplemental

Washington, DC — Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Daniel K. Inouye (D-
Hawaii) today applauded the U.S. Senate’s passage of the Supplemental Appropriations
Act of 2009. The Senate passed the $91.3 billion bill by a bipartisan vote of 86 to 3. The
measure now moves to a Conference with the House, to iron out the remaining
differences between the two chambers.

“I am pleased that the Senate has passed the supplemental with such a strong,
bipartisan vote,” said Senator Inouye. “Too much of the past week has been
dominated by a debate on Guantanamo, when in fact we should have been focusing
on the best ways to support our troops in the field, and ensuring that the strategic
approach we are taking in Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan gives our nation the best
opportunity for success.

“We have now invested more than $900 billion on the wars in Afghanistan and Iragq.
Over 4,800 men and women have made the ultimate sacrifice in the service of their
country. I hope that when the Conference Report comes back to the floor of the
Senate for final passage, we will focus on the important questions that our nation
faces today, how do we bring peace and stability to these countries, and how do we
accomplish this task with the least possible sacrifice from our men and women in
uniform?”
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