10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

UNEDITED VERSION 1

SUBCOMMITTEE MARKUP--MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS
AFFAIRS, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2010
MONDAY, JULY 6, 2009
U.S. Senate,
Subcommittee of the Committee on Appropriations,
Washington, DC.
The subcommittee met at 5:05 p.m., In room SD-124,
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Tim Johnson (chairman)
presiding.
Present: Senators Johnson, Pryor, Hutchison, Cochran,
and Collins.
OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. TIM JOHNSON
Senator Johnson: Good afternoon. Today the subcommittee
meets to report an original bill making appropriations for
fiscal year 2010 for military construction and Veterans
Affairs and related agencies. 1"m pleased to recommend this
bill and 1 thank our Ranking Member Senator Hutchison and her
staff for all of their help in developing this bill. We have
done our best to address both the needs of the agencies funded
in the bill and the priorities of members, especially members
of the subcommittee.

The bill before us provides a total appropriation of
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$133.9 billion for fiscal year 2010, including mandatory and

discretionary funding. This is $439 million over the budget

request. It includes $23.2 billion for military construction
and $53 billion in fiscal year 2010 discretionary funding for
the VA.

This bill has two important new funding categories,
overseas contingency operations and advance appropriations for
VA medical care. The bill provides $1.4 billion on top of the
regular military construction funding for overseas contingency
construction in Afghanistan and $48.2 billion in advance
appropriations for VA medical care.

Again, | thank Senator Hutchison and all the members of
the subcommittee for their help and support in developing this
bill. Senator Hutchison, would you like to make any comments?

STATEMENT OF HON. KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON

Senator Hutchison: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I would. 1 do
want to thank you for the great work that you and your staff
did working with me on a completely nonpartisan basis. 1 want
to say that 1 just returned from Iraq. 1 was there last week
and got a very good briefing on what"s happening there and
what"s being taken from there over to Afghanistan. Of course,
we all hope that as the drawdown is implemented and, of
course, 1t remains stable, that we will be able to utilize

many of our modular units and many of the pieces of equipment
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that we have there can be taken to Afghanistan as i1t"s no
longer needed in Ilrag. 1 was able to see some of how that
would be done.

But 1 want to say that I think this is a very good bill,
and you have outlined the funding levels. 1 would just add
that 1"m very pleased that the construction needs of our
soldiers are taken care of and that the BRAC account is fully
funded. Obviously we have a deadline for BRAC and it"s
essential that we give our military and the Department of
Defense the construction funds to do what we have told them to
do, which is finish BRAC by 2011. That"s exactly what fully
funding the BRAC account will do.

I"m also glad to see that there®s additional funding for
our Guard and Reserve needs. | spoke to these issues during
our MILCON hearings and I"m very pleased that we have all
agreed that that is a priority. OFf course, as we visit with
our troops iIn Afghanistan and throughout the world, so many of
them are Guard and Reservists. So we do have special needs
for them that must be met.

The Department of Veterans Affairs is funded at a level
that will take care of the many needs of our returning
veterans, particularly in the areas of health care, research,
and facilities improvement. | want to thank you for your

support for Gulf War illness research, which 1 think must be
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completed for the future needs of our servicemen and women who
might be exposed to any kind of chemical warfare.

This 1s a good bill and I"m confident that it addresses
the needs of today"s heroic servicemen and women and our
commitment to our veterans. 1 want to in particular thank
your staff for their tremendous efforts and cooperation. You
worked along with my staff all week during the week off. |
want to say to Tina Evans that I*ve worked with her since 1
came on this committee and she has just been great when she
was working with Senator Feinstein and then of course further;
Chad Schulken and Andy Vanlandingham on your staff and my
great staff, Dennis Balkham, who was with me in Irag and then
came home and worked with you, and Ben Hammond.

So at this time 1 would like to move that we report the
bill to the full committee for theilr consideration.

Senator Johnson: Do any other members wish to make a
comment?

Senator Collins: Good job.

Senator Cochran: Mr. Chairman, I"m pleased to be here
today too, to commend you and Senator Hutchison for bringing
this bill forward and presenting it to the subcommittee. 1I™m
pleased to commend you for your efforts and pledge support for
your work as we move forward to the full committee and to the

floor.
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1 Senator Johnson: With that, without objection, this bill

2 is reported. The markup is adjourned.



