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Chairwoman Mikulski, Ranking Member Shelby, and members of the Committee, the Coalition
for National Science Funding (CNSF) is an organization of over one hundred and forty science,
engineering, and mathematical societies, universities, and other professional organizations that
advocate for the National Science Foundation (NSF). CNSF thanks you for your past support of
NSF and for holding this hearing.

CNSF strongly endorses a FY 2015 National Science Foundation (NSF) budget of at least
$7.5 billion, which is less than the inflation-adjusted FY 2010 level.

NSF is critical to America’s ability to compete globally in technological innovation. Faced with
ever-increasing international competition, maintaining U.S. scientific leadership requires
continued robust investments in the NSF.

NSF is the only federal agency that supports research and education across all fields of science,
engineering, and mathematics and at all educational levels. Research and education programs
supported by NSF help increase and develop the knowledge base needed for pushing the
frontiers of science, mathematics, and engineering disciplines; contribute to the development of
the future science and technology workforce; underpin new fields of inquiry; promote
interdisciplinary research and education; all of which facilitate technological innovation.

Even under tight budget constraints, it is important for NSF to have steady budget levels that
demonstrate real growth. Dependable funding levels will enable the Foundation and the
scientific and engineering communities to plan, develop infrastructure, maintain a steady
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pipeline of graduate and postdoctoral students, and have feasible expectations of making new
discoveries. A predictable pattern of funding will facilitate a continuous stream of high level
research and researchers that in turn will support the level of technological development needed
for economic growth.

We ask the Committee to strongly consider providing a FY 2015 NSF budget of at least
$7.5 billion. Real growth investments in NSF, a cornerstone of America’s research enterprise,
are absolutely critical to the nation’s economic health and global competitiveness. CNSF thanks
you for considering this request.
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